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those who demanded such   a  decisive  sign, as   those   that
inaugurated  the  Law  and  the   Gospel, were not to be si-
lenced by the appeal to the  inherent miracle of the  book.
They spoke of it as a fabrication, and a collection of fables:
still they seem to have admitted its literary superiority; for
the unbelievers say (x.) this is manifest sorcery, and a subse-
quent oriental definition of poetry is lawful magic;   and " We
have not taught Mohammed the art of poetry, nor is it ex-
pedient for him, for this book is no other than an admonition,
and a perspicuous Koran" (xxxvi.).    They accused him of a
fraud and of having confederates.    " This Koran is- no other
than a forgery, which he has contrived, and others have as-
sisted him " (xxv.). " Verily a certain man teacheth him (xvm.),
and thus he meets the objection."    The tongue of the person to
whom they incline is'a foreign one, but this  is perspicuous
Arabic.    But the argument affects only the diction: and from
the uniformity of style, and from the frequent repetition of the
same identical phrases, even, I may say, to an annoying excess,
we may fairly assume, that, from whatever source he procured
his facts and his ideas, he clothed them with his own words.
The  Mohammedan  authors  mention  several  presumed   as-
sistants, but no particular chapters are assigned to any; and it
is only worth while to specify one of them, Salman, a Persian,
who communicated to him, from the Zend Avesta, the descrip-
tions of heaven and hell, especially of the narrow bridge cross-
ing the abyss, over which the righteous alone pass, while the
condemned drop in, and of the houris, or black-eyed damsels,
which heighten the enjoyments of the blessed in the gardens and
palaces of heaven.    The early Christian writers give him as
his  chief assistant  a Nestorian,  monk, Sergius, whom the
Mohammedans call Boheira, and say that he foretold his future
mission when, as a youth, he accompanied his uncle Abu Thaleb
to Bostra.    On these two journeys, however, his opportunities
of conversing and scheming with him must have been few, and
he could hardly have aspired so young to be the prophet of
his country.    The gnostic errors, too, which he adopts, not
from the canonical, but the apocryphal Gospels, could not be